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TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OPEN WORK SESSION

SECOND FLOOR MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2013 – 7:30 P.M.

Mayor Rudolf E. Boonstra opened the Work Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the
second floor municipal conference room.

Municipal Clerk Santimauro read the Open Public Work Session statement: “This
regular Work Session Meeting of the Wyckoff Township Committee is now in
session.  In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this
meeting appears on our Annual Schedule of meetings.  A copy of said Annual
Schedule has been posted on the Bulletin Board in Memorial Town Hall; a copy
has been filed with the Municipal Clerk, The Record, The Ridgewood News and
the North Jersey Herald and News – all newspapers having general circulation
throughout the Township of Wyckoff.  At least 48 hours prior to this meeting the
Agenda thereof was similarly posted, filed and mailed to said newspapers.”

Present: Mayor Rudolf E. Boonstra, Committeemen Haakon C. Jepsen,
Brian D. Scanlan and Douglas J. Christie
Also Present: Township Administrator Robert J. Shannon, Jr.,
Township Attorney Robert Landel and Municipal Clerk Joyce C. Santimauro
Absent: Committeeman Kevin J. Rooney

Mayor Boonstra opened the meeting for the ten (10) minute total public comment
period for any item on or off the Agenda, two (2) minutes per speaker, with a
motion from Committeeman Scanlan, seconded by Committeeman Christie.

There was no public comment.

Committeeman Christie motioned to close the public comment period, seconded
by Committeeman Jepsen with an affirmative voice vote.

Mayor Boonstra advised that the Finance Committee was reviewing and signing
vouchers.

Township Committee Reports:

Brian Scanlan:

1. Mr. Scanlan attended the dinner for Ex-Fire Chief Mike Rose at the
Brickhouse on Thursday, July 25, 2013.

2. Mr. Scanlan attended the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation Fundraiser
conducted on Monday, July 29, 2013 at the new Aldo’s Restaurant, 640
Wyckoff Avenue and noted that the outdoor dining was enjoyed by many
patrons.

3. Mr. Scanlan met with Committeeman Rooney and the DPW Manager to
review the sketch of the proposed work at the Russell Farms Community
Park specifically, the walking/recreational trail.

Douglas Christie:

1. Mr. Christie attended a Design Review Advisory Committee Meeting on
Thursday, July 18, 2013.  At that meeting, Stonehouse Nursery proposed
to rebuild a collapsed green house building on the nursery site located at
765 Wyckoff Avenue.

2. Mr. Christie described the retirement dinner for Ex-Fire Chief Mike Rose
as an enjoyable evening.
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3. Mr. Christie, Wyckoff Volunteer Fire Department Chaplain, attended the
funeral service for George Conklin, a fifty-five (55) year member of Fire
Company #2 last week.

4. Mr. Christie attended a Public Policy Subcommittee Meeting with Mayor
Boonstra on Wednesday, July 31, 2013 where numerous matters were
discussed including the smoke free ordinance in public parks, the water
restriction ordinance and the green purchasing policy.

Haakon Jepsen:

1. Mr. Jepsen attended the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation Foundation
Fundraiser at the new Aldo’s Restaurant and enjoyed the outdoor dining
experience.

2. Mr. Jepsen thanked Bob Shannon and his team in Town Hall for the work
that was accomplished pursuant to his suggestion to improve the
abatement letter.  Hopefully, with the new wording, the abatement letter
will be persuasive to banks and mortgage companies.  A second matter is
the new addition on the website regarding a property tax search tool on
the Tax Assessor’s section of the website which allows users to access
property tax administration information.

Mayor Boonstra:

1. On Saturday, July 27, 2013 Mayor Boonstra attended the retirement
barbecue for Sgt. Robert McKay who retired after thirty-one (31) years of
service as a Wyckoff Police Officer.

2. Mayor Boonstra also attended the retirement dinner at the Brickhouse
Restaurant where Ex-Fire Chief Mike Rose was honored for his dedicated
service and achievements.

3. On Monday, July 22, 2013 Mayor Boonstra and the mayors from Franklin
Lakes and Midland Park attended the Activities Unlimited Meeting, an
organization for retired men established and sponsored by the Wyckoff
Reformed Church. The Mayor found the meeting very informative and
was pleased to be invited.

4. Mayor Boonstra also attended the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation
Foundation Fundraiser at the new Aldo’s Restaurant.

5. Mayor Boonstra also attended the funeral for George Conklin with Fire
Chaplain Doug Christie.

6. On Thursday, August 1, 2013 Mayor Boonstra performed a wedding
ceremony in Town Hall.

Review of the 8:00 p.m. Agenda:

The Administrator reviewed two (2) resolutions that are presented to the
governing body for consideration this evening.

1. At 11:00 a.m. today, the Township opened two (2) bids – the first bid for
the supply and delivery of drainage pipe and stormwater management
system.  The second bid authorizes the installation of the drainage pipe
and stormwater management system.  The municipality is utilizing a
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$50,000 Bergen County Open Space Grant and a $50,000 municipal
appropriation to fund the project.  As part of “stretching our dollar” the
governing body has determined to bid both the supply of materials and
the installation separately to avoid paying a 15% markup to the general
contractor.

With regard to the supply of drainage pipe bid, the apparent low bidder
had proposed a type of drainage pipe as an equal.  The Township’s DPW
Manager and Township Engineer evaluated the material and determined
the suggested equal type of pipe was an approved equal allowing the
Township to realize a $9,000 savings.  That resolution is presented this
evening for governing body approval (three (3) bids were received).

2. The second bid is for the installation of the drainage material.  Spirited
bidding resulted with seven (7) competitive bids.  The apparent low bidder
did not provide a New Jersey Public Works Contractor Registration Act
Certificate.  The law is clear – a municipality cannot award a contract if a
low bidder is not registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury
at the time of the bid opening.  The Township next reviewed the second
low bidder who bid $68,600 more than the apparent low bidder with a
$100,000 bid.  Under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, the
municipality can reject all bidders when the low bid exceeds the amount
of the budget appropriation or project estimate.  In this case, a $100,000
bid exceeds the available funds for this project.  The Administrator
reviewed this procurement with the Chief Financial Officer and the
Township Attorney and a recommendation is submitted and a resolution
is prepared for governing body consideration. The resolution would
essentially reject all bids, authorize modification of the bid specifications
and authorize re-advertisement.
The governing body asked a number of questions regarding the
difference in price between the apparent first low bidder and the apparent
second low bidder.  The Administrator responded that the municipality
feels it can obtain the work for approximately $50,000, the budget
estimate through the entire process.
Committeeman Christie inquired if the project would still be performed
under a time of essence.  The Administrator replied it would because
there is a deadline to obtain grant reimbursement.  The backup plan
would have the DPW performing the work if a low price within the budget
is not achieved.

3. The Administrator reviewed an ordinance amendment which would
implement the Village of Ridgewood new water restrictions.  Essentially,
these water restrictions have been designed by the Village of Ridgewood
for ease of compliance and for Ridgewood’s ease of enforcement.  The
Administrator referenced that the section requested from Ridgewood to
authorize the termination of water service to Wyckoff residents for
repeated violators has been deleted.  The existing ordinance also
authorized the water service shut-off provision but that provision is
proposed to be deleted.  Committeeman Christie inquired whether the
Township’s ordinance superseded the Village of Ridgewood’s authority.
The Township Attorney responded that this is a significant legal research
effort not performed to date however, the New Jersey Board of Public
Utilities has established Ridgewood Water as the exclusive water provider
to Wyckoff, Glen Rock, Midland Park and Ridgewood.  Midland Park and
Glen Rock also deleted the shut-off provision in their new ordinance
amendment.  The governing body determined to introduce the ordinance
this evening.
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Policy Action Items:

1. The Administrator advised that at the next business meeting, Tuesday,
August 20, 2013 two (2) public hearings will be conducted.
The first public hearing is a requirement of the Bergen County Open
Space Program which will allow the Township Committee to de-obligate a
$20,000 – 2012 Open Space Grant awarded for improvements at the
Wyckoff Community Park and re-obligated for utilization at the Russell
Farms Community Park.  The application has been prepared and is
available for public inspection.  The legal advertisement has been
published in the Ridgewood News, posted on the website and posted
outside the Municipal Clerk’s Office in Town Hall.  Therefore, on Tuesday,
August 20, 2013 after the public hearing, if the governing body is so
inclined and adopts the resolution, that revises the grant application it will
then be delivered to the Bergen County Open Space office.

The second public hearing relates to the 2013 Bergen County Open
Space Grant.  The Staff has recommended a number of different projects.
The Administrator is recommending the Recreation Director’s
recommendation of replacing the backstops and foul line fences at
Sicomac School and Eisenhower Middle School. However, the governing
body would determine which project to approve and adopt a resolution
that evening.

2. The Township has an opportunity to apply for another New Jersey
Department of Transportation Trust Fund Grant to improve a municipal
road with consistent and heavy traffic.  The Township has successfully
used this grant to stretch its local tax dollar by utilizing these grants to
fund road improvements which would otherwise be paid for by local tax
dollars.  This year, in June the Township received a notice of award with
a maximum grant of $150,000 to pave Newtown Road.  The engineering
has been completed and has been to the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) for their approval.  As soon as (NJDOT) approval
is obtained, the Township will advertise for that improvement work.  The
Staff has recommended the 2013 application include the paving and
improvement of Ravine Avenue, from Goffle Road to Lafayette Avenue.
This improvement would also include a safety improvement at the corner
of Lafayette and Ravine Avenues which would include removing the large
tree on the corner, providing an adequate width sidewalk and potential
safety features on Ravine Avenue such as rumble strips to alert motorists
to a stop sign ahead.  The accidents at this corner have all resulted from
driver inattention.  Police Chief Fox has gathered various creative ideas to
alert drivers to a stop sign.  Committeeman Scanlan suggested that the
sidewalk in that area be constructed with concrete as the sidewalk would
abutt the curb.  The governing body provided authorization to move
forward with this application.

3. The Administrator reviewed a request from Boswell Engineering to
prepare plans for the Wyckoff Family YMCA to appear before the
Planning Board.  In past years, prior governing bodies did not provide this
authorization because Boswell Engineering is the Township’s Consulting
Engineer for the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment and
municipal sewer and transportation matters.  Although Boswell
Engineering would not review its own work, the Township Engineer would
review the Boswell plan.  Past Township Committees have felt there is a
chance for a perception or appearance of a conflict of interest because
the engineering firm that reviews applications for the Planning Board and
Zoning Board would be submitting an application for an applicant before
those boards.  Mayor Boonstra asked Rob Landel, Township’s Ethics
Advisor for input.  Mr. Landel stated the safest course is to avoid a
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perception or appearance of a conflict of interest.  The Township
Committee determined not to allow the request.

4. The Administrator reviewed a request from the Wyckoff K-8 School
Superintendent, Richard Kuder requesting permission to renovate the
inside of the Board of Education Central Office Building at 241 Morse
Avenue.  241 Morse Avenue is owned by the Township of Wyckoff.  Mr.
Shannon indicated that if the governing body was so inclined to sign off
on the building permit that the Municipal Clerk would be instructed to sign
the application in her role as secretary for the municipal organization.
Mayor Boonstra advised that he reviewed the plans and it is an internal
renovation only therefore the governing body approved.

5. Committeeman Scanlan reported that this week’s bulletin at St.
Elizabeth’s Church included the “Storm Informed” information that the
Township previously sent to all houses of worship requesting their
assistance to notify residents on emergency preparedness.

At 8:00 p.m. the Township Committee recessed the Work Session Meeting to
conduct the public business meeting.

At 8:40 p.m. the Township Committee reconvenes the Work Session Meeting
voting as follows:

MOTION:  _______JEPSEN _____ SECOND _____SCANLAN _____
CHRISTIE __YES_ JEPSEN ___YES_ ROONEY __ABSENT_
SCANLAN __YES_ BOONSTRA _YES_

Continuation of Policy Action Items:

6. The second quarter efforts for the JIF Safety Committee compliance were
completed and issued to JIF.

7. On Wednesday, August 7, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. the Township’s Project
Team overseeing the switch to the new polling places will be meeting in
anticipation of the Special Primary Election for the vacant U.S. Senate
Seat on Tuesday, August 13, 2013. Public service announcements and
e-blasts to residents who have signed up to receive municipal e-blasts
regarding the new polling places have been issued.  The Fall resident
newsletter will provide this information for the remaining two (2) elections
in 2013.

8. The Wyckoff Ambulance Corps is funding a new and quieter emergency
generator to power their headquarters at 269 Voorhis Avenue.

9. The Administrator reviewed a request from the Court Administrator
indicating the Public Defender appointed by the Township Committee will
be unable to attend court sessions for the next several months and
alternate public defenders will be required to fulfill the short term vacancy.
In the past, the public defender had Matthew Durkin or Joseph Nackson
to “pinch hit” as public defenders. The Court Administrator is
recommending that Mr. Durkin and Mr. Nackson be appointed as
Alternate Public Defenders through the end of 2013. The governing body
members requested a clarification concerning the fee schedule for the
alternate public defenders.  The Administrator responded to the inquiry by
stating when the public defender in not in court, he is not paid.  Therefore,
a motion by Committeeman Christie, seconded by Committeeman
Scanlan, all governing body members voting affirmatively to appoint
Matthew Durkin and Joseph Nackson as Alternate Public Defenders
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through 12/31/2013. The Township Committee will consider alternate
public defender opportunities at their next reorganization meeting.

10. The Administrator reviewed the policy for plaques/donations and naming
public facilities.  At this point, it was noted that the suggestion from
Committeeman Scanlan that the public servant be deceased was added
to the policy.  However, Mayor Boonstra spoke to the Library Board of
Trustees who felt they should have sole right to accept donations and/or
name a room after whomever they chose. After discussion, the Township
Committee determined to adopt the policy however, if the Library Board
chooses to name a room or a section after another valued respected
public servant, the person would have to be deceased first. The policy is:

POLICY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF:

Procedure to consider; requests to place plaques on municipal property,
naming a municipal facility in remembrance of a valued and respected
public servant and the procedure to create revenue by allowing a business
to place a business name on municipal property.

For residents who desire to:

I. Donate or perform an improvement to or on municipal property. (i.e. –
tree, plantings, bench, etc.) and

Place a plaque on municipal property in remembrance of a person or
event.

Procedure:
a. A written request describing the improvement or donation which is

clear, thorough and detailed accompanied by a sketch of the area.
A precise copy of the size of the plaque and the proposed wording
shall be submitted to the Municipal Clerk.

b. The Municipal Clerk shall notify the 1) Township Committee
Subcommittee – Public Policy who shall review the proposed
request with all the required information and 2) send a copy to the
Shade Tree Commission for a recommendation, if it involves
plantings). The Public Policy Committee shall make a
recommendation to the Township Committee after reviewing input
from the Shade Tree Commission and the Township Committee
shall either approve or deny the request.

II. Naming a municipal facility to create revenue by allowing a business the
opportunity to place a business name on municipal property.

Procedure:
a. Concession purchasing in compliance with NJSA 40A:11-1 et.seq.

shall be followed and authorized by Township Committee
resolution.

III. Donor wall or donor brick pathway/patio.
Procedure:
a. Township Committee approves; a donor wall or donor brick

pathway/patio at a specific municipal facility/property; the size of
the wall and location on the municipal property.

IV. Township Committee to name a municipal property, conference room,
field, facility or other municipal facility in remembrance of a valued and
respected Wyckoff municipal public servant who is deceased.
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Procedure:
a. Township Committee adopts a resolution by a 4/5 vote.

V. Gardens of Wyckoff

Procedure:
a. The Gardens of Wyckoff Committee shall review all requests

before submitting them to the Township Committee for approval.

VI. Library

Procedure:
a. The procedure established by the Library Board of Trustees shall

be followed, however, the naming or dedication of any room,
facility, etc. in remembrance of a valued and respected public
servant shall be consistent with the requirement that the public
servant be deceased.

Donations and Plaques as of June 1, 2013
Town Hall; tree in memory of Joann Schlamp
Town Hall; bush in memory of Lorraine Cascone
Town Hall; landscaping in memory of Henry J. Shotmeyer
Town Hall; donation of a life size Native American folk art wooden carving
from Sebastian Gaeta
Larkin House; tree in honor of Arbor Day 2001 by Girl Scout Troops 259
and 176 Larkin House; tree in memory of Charles Marcus, Partners in
Pride, 2002
Larkin House; construction of brick paver patio – Eagle Scout Project -
Tim Shannon, Boy Scout Troop 77, 2004
Library; construction of labyrinth – Eagle Scout Project – Matthew
Salisbury, Boy Scout Troop 89, 2013
Library; James Monroe Room – Police Detective Lieutenant who died on
a hike as Scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 155
Library; Henry J. Shotmeyer Room – Former Mayor and Library supporter
Wyckoff Community Park – Plaque listing Park Committee members
Wyckoff Community Park – Plaque listing names of donors grouped by
the amount of their donation
Wyckoff Community Park – Plaque at Ballfield #1, recognizing Bob
Luckow who donated $50,000 to the Park’s construction.
Fire Company #1 – Wyckoff Volunteer Fire Department plaque of donors
who contributed to the funding of the Fallen Firefighters Memorial.
Ambulance Corps Building – Memorial to all past volunteer Corps
members
Gardens at Wyckoff – Plaque recognizing Bud Bracket, Donor of facility

MOTION:  _______SCANLAN ____ SECOND _____JEPSEN _____
CHRISTIE __YES_ JEPSEN ___YES_ ROONEY __ABSENT_
SCANLAN __YES_ BOONSTRA _YES_

11. The Wyckoff Board of Health Annual Health Fair and Influenza Vaccine
Program will be conducted on Saturday, September 21, 2013.

12. The personal document paper shredding event and the drug drop-off
event are scheduled for Saturday, October 26, 2013.

13. Mayor Boonstra reported that the Wyckoff Volunteer Fire Department’s
only fundraiser, the annual fireworks display, is scheduled on Saturday,
August 31, 2013.  Everyone should attend this enjoyable event.
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14. Mrs. Santimauro, the Municipal Clerk/Licensing Official for the Township,
was asked the status of the Brownstone Inn, 625 Wyckoff Avenue.  Ms.
Santimauro advised that the liquor license and tavern was last opened on
5/9/2011.  The owner has received two (2) annual approvals of the liquor
license without operating the license.  Ms. Santimauro just received a
copy of a petition to the New Jersey Alcohol and Beverage Control
Commission from the owner requesting a three (3) year extension for the
liquor license to remain inactive.

At 8:50 p.m. the Township Committee recessed the Work Session Meeting to
enter into Closed Session discussion via Resolution #13-C7:

MOTION:  _______SCANLAN ____ SECOND _____JEPSEN _____
CHRISTIE __YES_ JEPSEN ___YES_ ROONEY __ABSENT_
SCANLAN __YES_ BOONSTRA _YES_

At 9:12 p.m. the Township Committee reconvenes the Work Session Meeting
voting as follows:

MOTION:  _____SCANLAN____ SECOND ______CHRISTIE______
CHRISTIE __YES_ JEPSEN __YES_ ROONEY __ABSENT__
SCANLAN __YES_ BOONSTRA  __YES_

A motion to authorize the Township Attorney to forward a letter to the attorney for
the owners of Maple Lake rejecting their last offer because to accept the offer
would be an irresponsible expenditure and gravely apart from the assessed value
obtained by the governing body.

MOTION:  _____CHRISTIE___ SECOND ______SCANLAN____
CHRISTIE __YES_ JEPSEN __YES_ ROONEY __ABSENT__
SCANLAN __YES_ BOONSTRA  __YES_

The Work Session Meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.

_____________________________ ____________________________
Rudolf E. Boonstra Joyce C. Santimauro
Mayor Municipal Clerk


