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TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OPEN WORK SESSION

SECOND FLOOR MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 – 7:30 P.M.

Mayor Rudolf E. Boonstra opened the Work Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the
second floor municipal conference room.

Municipal Clerk Santimauro read the Open Public Work Session statement: “This
regular Work Session Meeting of the Wyckoff Township Committee is now in
session.  In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this
meeting appears on our Annual Schedule of meetings.  A copy of said Annual
Schedule has been posted on the Bulletin Board in Memorial Town Hall; a copy
has been filed with the Municipal Clerk, The Record, The Ridgewood News and
the North Jersey Herald and News – all newspapers having general circulation
throughout the Township of Wyckoff.  At least 48 hours prior to this meeting the
Agenda thereof was similarly posted, filed and mailed to said newspapers.”

Present: Mayor Rudolf E. Boonstra, Committeemen Kevin J. Rooney,
Haakon C. Jepsen, Brian D. Scanlan and Douglas J. Christie
Also Present: Township Administrator Robert J. Shannon, Jr.,
Township Attorney Robert Landel and Municipal Clerk Joyce C. Santimauro

Mayor Boonstra opened the meeting for the ten (10) minute total public comment
period for any item on or off the Agenda, two (2) minutes per speaker, with a
motion from Committeeman Scanlan, seconded by Committeeman Jepsen.

There was no public comment.

Committeeman Rooney motioned to close the public comment period, seconded
by Committeeman Christie with an affirmative voice vote.

Mayor Boonstra advised that the Finance Committee was reviewing and signing
vouchers.

Township Committee Reports:

Brian Scanlan:

1. Mr. Scanlan reported that next week the Wyckoff Board of Health, thanks
to an ordinance amendment drafted by Mr. Shannon, will introduce an
ordinance to increase fees for food handlers who require re-inspections.
Hopefully, this will serve as a disincentive for individuals who fail their
food handlers inspections.

2. The Wyckoff Board of Health’s Annual Health Fair and Influenza Program
will be conducted in a different manner this year.  The Health Fair will be
conducted on a Saturday, September 21, 2013 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. and combined with the Midland Park Board of Health.  The Health
Fair will be held at the Wyckoff Library.  This year, the Health Fair and
Influenza Program will include many new health exhibits to assist the
public with maintaining proper health.

3. Mr. Scanlan attended the Wyckoff Fire Department’s Annual Fireworks
Fundraiser on Saturday, August 31, 2013 and described the event as a
great show.  A couple attending the fundraiser informed Mr. Scanlan this
is the fiftieth (50th) consecutive year they have attended the fireworks
fundraiser in support of the Wyckoff Fire Department.

4. Mr. Scanlan and Committeeman Christie conducted an interview with a
resident for a potential appointment to the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board this evening.
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Douglas Christie:

1. Mr. Christie attended a Public Policy Subcommittee Meeting on Thursday,
August 29, 2013 where a number of business matters were discussed
including the Sustainable Jersey effort to achieve silver status and
enhanced sideyard setbacks.

2. Mr. Christie described the fireworks fundraiser as another great show
however, attendance was down slightly and was attributed to the extreme
humidity and the very wet weather.  Mr. Christie explained that the
Wyckoff Volunteer Fire Department, in years past sold family tickets but
the “families” grew to thirty-five (35) members. Hence, the individual
ticket is now sold with children under ten (10) free.  The Fire Department
may have to re-examine the fireworks fundraiser due to the work involved
and the minimal profit.

3. Mr. Christie and Committeeman Scanlan conducted and interview for a
potential appointment to the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board.

4. Mr. Christie and Committeeman Scanlan conducted a Personnel
Subcommittee Meeting regarding an open vacancy in Town Hall.

5. Mr. Christie extended a warm and happy Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur to all the Jewish residents.

6. The 911 Ceremony will be conducted this year on Wednesday,
September 11, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. at Fire Company #1.  Mr. Christie
extended an invitation to the entire community.

Haakon Jepsen:

1. Mr. Jepsen attended the annual fireworks fundraiser and described the
event as fantastic but was sorry to learn it was not as financially
successful as in past years.  The event was spectacular and greatly
exceeded the price of the $10.00 ticket.

2. Mr. Jepsen was pleased to read in the August 28, 2013 issue of Wyckoff
Patch that Police Chief Fox is envisioning new and creative ideas to
persuade motorists to stop texting while driving.  Mr. Jepsen applauded
Chief Fox for his diligence in spreading the “no texting” message out to
the public. Police Chief Fox’s “no texting” campaign is similar to the
“Take the Public Pledge” of the national don’t text and drive campaign, “It
Can Wait.”  This program is being disseminated on social media and
suggested Chief Fox keep the great momentum moving forward.

3. Mr. Jepsen made reference of the following highlights of the great work
performed by Scott Fisher and his Staff with the Washington School PTO
with the construction of their new playground.  Mr. Fisher lent his
experience in the construction field which included the provision of base
layer dirt and mulch then advised the PTO Committee on where one
could procure the final professional grade mulch for the top layer.  Mr.
Jepsen stated he was pleased to see this terrific cooperation between the
Township and the schools.
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Kevin Rooney:

1. Mr. Rooney reported that he had an enjoyable time at the Wyckoff
Volunteer Fire Department’s Annual Fireworks Fundraiser on Saturday,
August 31, 2013.  Mr. Rooney asked the Administrator to contact both the
Police Chief and Fire Chief to assemble the costs and how the
fundraising profit is calculated.  This will allow the Finance Committee to
review with the Fire Chief the fireworks profitability for the future as a
fundraiser.

2. Mr. Rooney and Mayor Boonstra met with a candidate regarding filling the
vacancy on the Planning Board.

3. Mr. Rooney suggested that with regard to Resolution #13-227, it be
amended to include a new item number 9, which reflects the Township’s
practice of re-using plants and shrubs from properties where a home will
be demolished and in essence recycle those plantings on municipal
property that would otherwise be destroyed. The Township Committee
concurred this item should be included in the Green Grounds and
Maintenance Policy.

4. Mr. Rooney reported that the Shade Tree Commission will resume their
monthly meetings beginning Tuesday, September 10, 2013.

Mayor Boonstra:

1. Mayor Boonstra and Committeeman Rooney met with resident John
Haboob and are suggesting that Mr. Haboob be included on this
evening’s agenda as an appointment as Alternate #2 to the Planning
Board.  As a result, Mr. Glenn Sietsma would move to the vacant class 4
appointment and Mr. Bruno would move to the alternate #1 appointment.

2. Mayor Boonstra reported that on Tuesday, August 22, 2013 he and
Committeeman Rooney attended an event with Governor Christie.

3. Mayor Boonstra extended an invitation to the public to participate in the
911 Memorial and Remembrance Ceremony at Fire Company #1 in Scott
Plaza on Wednesday, September 11, 2013 beginning at 6:30 p.m.

4. Mayor Boonstra announced that the Zoning Board Attorney, John Spizziri
has had surgery and may miss the September and October Board of
Adjustment meetings.

5. Mayor Boonstra reported that as he was signing the vouchers and time
cards, he noted that the Township expended approximately $1,400 in
overtime costs to perform the Special Primary Election for the vacant U.S.
Senate seat.  However, that cost does not include the associated payroll
costs.  Governor Christie announced to municipalities that he would fully
reimburse the election costs.  There are various unchargeable costs for
the work required for the special election that is part of a salaried
employee’s cost and should be reimbursed by the State.  But the State
will not be reimbursing those costs.  Committeeman Rooney suggested
that the Township Committee send a bill to Governor Christie.  The bill to
the Governor should include all costs, not just the costs the Governor
considers reimbursable.
The Municipal Clerk advised that she is required to send specific costs on
a specific form to the County Clerk’s Office.  The County Clerk is then
responsible to assemble all seventy (70) municipalities reports and submit
same to the State of New Jersey. The Township Committee instructed
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the Administrator and Municipal Clerk to develop an invoice and prepare
a letter to the Governor which would include all costs and request
reimbursement.

6. Mayor Boonstra is in agreement with Committeemen Christie and Rooney
regarding assembling the cost expenditures relating to the fireworks
fundraiser.  A meeting should be conducted with the fire department,
police department and the Finance Committee to review the report.
Committeeman Rooney commented that there may be various creative
alternatives available specifically, a fire department fundraiser which
represents the continuation of “Wyckoff Day” when the public is already
attending a townwide event.  The need for greater public participation is
paramount for this event to continue.  The price of a ticket is only $10.00
and is less then attending a movie.  Committeeman Jepsen suggested
posting the ability to purchase fireworks tickets online and/or sponsorship
opportunities might contribute to a greater fundraising effort by the fire
department.

Review of the 8:00 p.m. Agenda:

The Administrator reviewed the following:

1. Resolution #13-222 memorializes the road closing of Cedar Hill Avenue
that was performed last week when Bergen County applied the safety grip
road material at the curve where Cedar Hill and Maple Avenues intersect.
The Administrator explained that this improvement was a Bergen County
project.  The municipality adopted a resolution and issued public service
announcements as a safety and community awareness measure.

2. Resolution #13-223 is the final approval of the two (2) ADA access
enhancements to Town Hall that were funded by two (2) Bergen County
Community Block Grants this summer.  Although the projects were
completed in July, this resolution invokes Title 59 Plan and Design
defense for the Township as a risk management best practice.

3. A number of issues arose late Friday afternoon after the packets were
established and include a request from the Township’s Consulting
Engineer for a resolution to authorize a grant application to the New
Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) for improvements to
Ravine Avenue.

4. A notice that the Shared Service Consortium, known as a Cooperative
Pricing System of Wyckoff, Franklin Lakes and Oakland (WOLF Shared
Service Group) requires renewal.  Resolution #13-225 authorizes the
renewal of the cooperative pricing system with the Township of Wyckoff
as the lead agency performing the purchasing.

5. Under Motions – Item C – a request to authorize competitive bidding for
the Newtown Road Improvement Project funded by a NJDOT $150,000
Trust Fund Grant. The Administrator advised that the Township usually is
successful with its’ grant applications and this grant is usually achieved
and expended in the Summer months.  However, this year, the NJDOT
did not advise the municipalities who were awarded a grant until the
middle of June. The services of a Consulting Engineer were next
procured.  The Engineer prepared the plans and submitted the plans to
the NJDOT for approval.  Boswell Engineering advises the specifications
and drawings were approved by NJDOT so the advertisement may be
published soliciting competitive bids.
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6. Late today, the Administrator was contacted by the Environmental
Commission Chair indicating four (4) additional policies will be required
for the Township’s Sustainable Jersey application.  The first is the green
building policy and the second is a green grounds and maintenance
policy.  Both policies have been developed today and are presented for
governing body review with the modifications suggested by
Committeeman Rooney.  The Township Committee approved the
agenda.

Policy Action Items:

1. Police Chief Fox is championing a panel discussion at the high school
where all three (3) police departments (Wyckoff, Oakland and Franklin
Lakes) would participate and provide public information regarding the
growing use of heroin and oxycodone.

2. Two (2) grant applications were completed and hand delivered to the
Bergen County Open Space department last week in advance of the
completion deadline.  The first grant application de-obligated $20,000
from the Wyckoff Community Park and re-obligated the $20,000 to the
Russell Farms Community Park.  The second grant application reflected
the Township’s 2013 grant application to replace three (3) backstop
cages, six (6) foul line fences and six (6) player benches at three (3)
school fields that the Recreation Department utilizes in the
baseball/softball program.

3. The Administrator reviewed two (2) building department penalties
specifically, the owner of 585 Eder Avenue was charged $1,250 for failure
to obtain a permit to rebuild a shed the size of a detached garage.  The
second notice of violation is for the owner of 182 Wayfair Circle who was
penalized $750 for finishing a basement without a permit.  These actions
are significant factors that cause a municipality to be mandated to
perform costly revaluations.

4. The Fall Resident Newsletter was delivered to residents on Monday,
August 26, 2013 and the Administrator was very pleased with the
newsletter outcome and the effort from the project team.

5. The Administrator completed six (6) Sustainable Jersey requirements for
the application for the Silver Award status.

6. In accordance with Township Committee direction, the dissemination of
the no smoking ordinance has been established. The no smoking
prohibition information is referenced in the Fall Resident Newsletter and
also posted on the Township’s website and e-blasted to residents signed
up to receive timely and useful information.

7. The Administrator reported that a notice regarding emergency
management and assembly of a preparedness home kit has been posted
on the Township’s Home Page and will be e-blasted.

8. A request was received from the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation
Foundation to include their Oktobertfest Fundraiser to benefit Wyckoff’s
parks and fields in the Township’s e-blast.  The governing body agreed.
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Township Attorney Report:

1. Mr. Landel reported that he had sent a second and final letter to the
attorney for the owners of the Maple Lake property advising them this is
the Township’s final offer to purchase the property.  The owners need to
make a decision before the grants expire.

2. Mr. Landel completed the review of the professional service provider
contract prepared by the Administrator.

3. Two (2) interior block parking agreements were completed and mailed for
businesses on Highland Avenue and Morse Avenue.  Committeeman
Rooney requested Mr. Landel provide information that will inform the
public where the interior block parking exists in order to be utilized.

4. Mr. Landel finished the resolution regarding the request from the cross
fiber optic company whereby the Township has agreed to negotiate
sometime in the future.

The Work Session Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

______________________________ ___________________________
Rudolf E. Boonstra Joyce C. Santimauro
Mayor Municipal Clerk


