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TOWNSHIP OF WYCKOFF
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OPEN WORK SESSION

SECOND FLOOR MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2013 – 7:30 P.M.

Mayor Rudolf E. Boonstra opened the Work Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the
second floor municipal conference room.

Municipal Clerk Santimauro read the Open Public Work Session statement: “This
regular Work Session Meeting of the Wyckoff Township Committee is now in
session.  In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this
meeting appears on our Annual Schedule of meetings.  A copy of said Annual
Schedule has been posted on the Bulletin Board in Memorial Town Hall; a copy
has been filed with the Municipal Clerk, The Record, The Ridgewood News and
the North Jersey Herald and News – all newspapers having general circulation
throughout the Township of Wyckoff.  At least 48 hours prior to this meeting the
Agenda thereof was similarly posted, filed and mailed to said newspapers.”

Present: Mayor Rudolf E. Boonstra, Committeemen Haakon C. Jepsen,
Brian D. Scanlan and Douglas J. Christie
Also Present: Township Administrator Robert J. Shannon, Jr.,
Township Attorney Robert Landel and Municipal Clerk Joyce C. Santimauro
Absent: Committeeman Kevin J. Rooney

Mayor Boonstra opened the meeting for the ten (10) minute total public comment
period for any item on or off the Agenda, two (2) minutes per speaker, with a
motion from Committeeman Scanlan, seconded by Committeeman Christie.

There was no public comment.

Committeeman Christie motioned to close the public comment period, seconded
by Committeeman Jepsen with an affirmative voice vote.

Mayor Boonstra advised that the Finance Committee was reviewing and signing
vouchers.

Township Committee Report:

Brian Scanlan:

1. On Thursday, October 17, 2013, Mr. Scanlan attended the Wyckoff
Chamber of Commerce General Membership Meeting. Several
businesses received the “Green Wyckoff Business Award” for
participating in the Environmental Commission’s Sustainable Jersey
Program.  The two (2) business entities present were Abma’s Farm and
the North Haledon Foodtown.  Mary Witherell, the Library Director gave a
presentation regarding library services available and a tour of the new
library.

2. Also on October 17, 2013, Mr. Scanlan attended the Wyckoff Parks and
Recreation Foundation “Oktoberfest” fundraiser for proceeds to fund a
proposed artificial turf field at Pulis Soccer Field.

3. On the following evening, October 18, 2013, Mr. Scanlan attended the
Oasis Oktoberfest fundraiser as well.

4. On Saturday, October 19, 2013, Mr. Scanlan participated in the Wyckoff
Education Foundation 5K Fun Run/Walk and placed fourth in his age
group.

5. Mr. Scanlan attended the Wyckoff Volunteer Fire Department Ladies
Auxiliary “Fish & Chips” fundraiser. The event was supported by a full
house of diners on Saturday, October 19, 2013.
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7. Also on October 19, 2013, Mr. Scanlan attended a movie, Gasland, Part 2
which described gas fracking being performed in Northwestern New
Jersey and Pennsylvania.

8. Mr. Scanlan attended the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Meeting on Monday, October 21, 2013 whereby a conduct policy for
coaches was drafted and reviewed. The impetus of this policy was the
use of inappropriate language and/or behavior that a coach recently
displayed.  The first infraction would result in suspension from one (1)
week of practice and a minimum of one (1) game.

9. Mr. Scanlan will meet with Carol Hertenstein, President of the Wyckoff
Board of Health, to develop the 2014 budget request.
Mr. Scanlan also advised that the Wyckoff Board of Health is one (1) of
four (4) sponsors providing a program at the Wyckoff Family YMCA, 691
Wyckoff Avenue, on Tuesday, November 12, 2013 entitled “Care
Conversations: Our Aging Parents.”  This is the first in a series of
presentations concerning pertinent information on aging parents.

10. Mr. Scanlan reported that he, the Wyckoff Board of Health President and
the Administrator met with Gail Brunner, Sanitarian for the Township of
Wyckoff two (2) weeks ago to discuss the Ridgewood Water letter sent to
residents which announced elevated levels of lead in drinking water.  Mr.
Scanlan agreed with the Township’s proposed letter because the letter
from Ridgewood Water was unclear.  As an example, the letter does not
state that the source of the lead was from pipes in the home that were
built prior to 1987.  Before 1987, it was permissible to use lead in piping.
Ridgewood Water could add a chemical to the water but stated that the
water provided by Ridgewood Water is acceptable and not the primary
cause of the lead in the residential water pipes.
Committeeman Christie asked whether “letting the water run” removes
lead from the piping.  Mr. Scanlan explained that the lead leeches from
the pipe and when standing water pools in the home’s piping system,
there may be water with elevated lead levels. Running the water
disposes of any pooling water which may have received leeching lead
when the water faucet was not used.
Committeeman Jepsen agreed that the letter from Ridgewood Water was
poorly written, alarming and asked if this situation was present in all
member municipalities to the Ridgewood water system.
Mr. Scanlan suggested the letter might have focused more on which
homes that may have older piping.

11. Mr. Scanlan volunteered at the 10/26/13 Personal Paper Shredding
event.

Doug Christie:

1. Mr. Christie attended the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation Foundation
“Oktoberfest” fundraising event on Thursday, October 17, 2013.

2. Mr. Christie attended the very successful Wyckoff Volunteer Fire
Department Ladies Auxiliary “Fish & Chips” fundraiser on Saturday,
October 19, 2013 where 300 fish dinners and 60 chicken dinners were
served.

3. Mr. Christie participated in the Wyckoff Education Foundation 5K Family
Fun Run/Walk on Saturday, October 19, 2013 and congratulated
Committeeman Scanlan for participating in the run.
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4. Mr. Christie, Township Committee Liaison to the Wyckoff Environmental
Commission, is pleased to announce that the Township of Wyckoff was
notified that the municipality has achieved the Silver Certification as
granted by the Sustainable New Jersey.  Mr. Christie described this effort
as a huge accomplishment.  New Jersey consists of 566 municipalities,
400 of which have registered to participate in the Sustainable New Jersey
Program.  One hundred thirty-seven municipalities, of which Wyckoff is
one of those municipalities, have achieved the Bronze Certification.  The
Township of Wyckoff achieved that certification in 2011.  The Township of
Wyckoff is one (1) of only twenty (20) municipalities in the entire State of
New Jersey to achieve the Silver Certification.  Therefore, Wyckoff is in
the top 5% of the communities in New Jersey.
Mr. Christie commended the community effort that achieved this
certification including the work of Harriet Shugarman, Environmental
Commission Chair as well as the members of the Environmental
Commission and the Green Team Task Force.  Mr. Christie mentioned
that although Mr. Savage is not present at this evening, he contributed a
substantial amount of work in this regard.  Mr. Christie recognized Bob
Shannon for his tremendous effort towards achieving this award as well.
Mr. Christie identified numerous accomplishments which were part of the
Sustainable New Jersey determination which included installing a rain
garden at the Wyckoff Public Library.  It also included parents and
participants of the Wyckoff Recreation Department that took a pledge to
bring a reusable beverage container to every game and practice.  All
players participating in the recreation programs were invited to take a
recycling challenge pledge, encouraged to stop using disposable bottles,
the Shade Tree Commission’s Community Forestry Program,
participation with the Wyckoff Schools and their participation with
community gardens at the schools, the Wyckoff Chamber of Commerce
Green Businesses, where participating businesses perform measures to
recycle, reduce and reuse.
Mr. Christie mentioned the Township’s Green Purchasing Policy and the
DPW is researching benches for the Russell Farms Community Park
which will be made from reusable or recycled materials.
A benefit to achieving certified status allows the municipality to apply for
additional grants with larger award amounts.
All governing body members congratulated Mr. Christie and the
Environmental Commission.

5. Mr. Christie volunteered at the Personal Paper Shredding Event on
Saturday, October 26, 2013 at the Recycling Center, 475 West Main
Street. This event was provided at no charge to the taxpayers and there
were no paid employees at the event.  Mr. Christie identified Bob
Shannon and Ben Fox for volunteering their time on Saturday morning.

6. On Tuesday, October 29, 2013 Mr. Christie attended the ribbon cutting
ceremony for the new Coldwell Banker Real Estate Office on Franklin
Avenue.

7. Mr. Christie attended a meeting at Franklin Lakes Borough Hall where
Mayor Bivona discussed the housing development plan for the High
Mountain Golf Course.  Prior to the meeting commencement, Frank
McMahon, the well respected and admired reporter for the Villadom
Times, suffered a heart attack.  A Franklin Lakes EMT Technician in the
audience grabbed the automatic exterior defibrillator (AED) located in the
meeting room and revived Mr. McMahon. Mr. Christie suggested that the
Township purchase an AED for Town Hall.
With regard to the housing development discussion, Mr. Christie reported
that the ingress and egress for the housing development will be from
Franklin Lakes Road and Ewing Avenue.  There will be no direct access
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to any Wyckoff roads.  It was noted that Franklin Lakes Road becomes
Sicomac Avenue in Wyckoff. All wished Frank McMahon a speedy
recovery.

Haakon Jepsen:

1. On Wednesday, October 16, 2013 Mr. Jepsen attended his first Library
Board of Trustees Meeting.

2. Mr. Jepsen attended the Wyckoff Parks and Recreation Foundation
“Oktoberfest” fundraiser event in Franklin Lakes for the construction of
artificial turf playing fields at the Pulis Soccer Field.  It was a great event
with a good turnout.

3. Mr. Jepsen participated in the Wyckoff Education Foundation 5K Family
Fun Run/Walk with his daughter on Saturday, October 19, 2013.  Later
that evening, Mr. Jepsen attended the Wyckoff Volunteer Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary “Fish & Chips” fundraiser at Fire Company #2.

4. Mr. Jepsen attended the Wyckoff/Midland Park Rotary Club Beefsteak
Fundraiser at the Brownstone, Paterson, New Jersey and was very
impressed with the extensive participation.

5. Mr. Jepsen participated in the Personal Paper Shredding Event on
Saturday, October 26, 2013 at the Recycling Center.

6. Mr. Jepsen attended the most recent Wyckoff K-8 Board of Education
Meeting.  The primary focus was on student assessment testing to
replace the existing test.  The test would be taken online. As the student
performs well, the questions become increasing more challenging.

7. After several postponements due to Fall storms, Mr. Jepsen escorted his
daughters Treat or Treating on Halloween last Thursday.

Mayor Boonstra:

1. On Thursday, October 24, 2013 Mayor Boonstra attended the New
Jersey American Automobile Association Pedestrian Safety Award
Ceremony with Police Chief Fox and Traffic Safety Officer Lt. VanDyk.
The Township of Wyckoff was awarded, along with six (6) other towns in
North Jersey, the top award for pedestrian and traffic safety.
Congratulations were extended Police Chief Fox and his dedicated staff.

2. Mayor Boonstra performed a wedding ceremony on Saturday afternoon,
October 19, 2013 in Wyckoff.  Then, Mayor Boonstra attended the
Wyckoff Volunteer Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary “Fish & Chips”
fundraiser Saturday evening.

3. Mayor Boonstra volunteered at the Personal Paper Shredding Event on
Saturday, October 26, 2013 at the Recycling Center, 475 West Main
Street.

4. Mayor Boonstra reported that the Honor and Remembrance Flag donated
to the Township by Mrs. Sietsma is posted in the Ladderback Chair
Conference Room.
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5. On Friday, November 1, 2013 the project team that has been managing
the polling place changes from the elementary schools to four (4) other
locations met for a meeting.  Tuesday, November 5, 2013 is the General
Election and the fourth election conducted in Wyckoff in 2013.   Mayor
Boonstra is confident the election process will proceed smoothly.

6. Mayor Boonstra attended the ribbon cutting ceremony at the new
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Office on Franklin Avenue.

7. This evening, Mayor Boonstra advised that he signed a voucher for a
quarterly payment to the Northwest Bergen County Utilities Authority
which has been decreased by $197,159.00 representing Wyckoff’s share
of the debt service refinanced from thirty (30) years ago is being refunded
to the Township.  Mayor Boonstra and the Administrator attended
approximately seven (7) meetings with Mayors and Administrators from
Northwest Bergen County.  Former Mayor Christopher DePhillips, a
Commissioner on the Board of the Northwest Bergen County Utilities
Authority, was instrumental in securing these funds back to the Township.

At 8:00 p.m. the Township Committee recessed the Work Session Meeting to
conduct the public business meeting.

At 8:15 p.m. the Township Committee reconvenes the Work Session Meeting
voting as follows:

MOTION:  ______CHRISTIE_______ SECOND ______SCANLAN____
CHRISTIE _YES_ JEPSEN _YES_  ROONEY_ABSENT_ SCANLAN_YES_
BOONSTRA_YES_

Continuation of Mayor Boonstra’s Report:

8. Mayor Boonstra reported that on Saturday, November 16, 2013 at 10:00
a.m. the Township Committee will conduct a Grand Opening Ceremony
for the Russell Farms Community Park.  All are invited to attend.

9. Mayor Boonstra will conduct his final “Meet the Mayor” hours on
Saturday, November 23, 2013 beginning at 11:00 a.m.

Policy Action Items:

1. The Administrator reported that the project team working on the 2014
Municipal Calendar is finalizing their tasks at hand.  The theme of the
calendar is emergency preparedness and the intent is to provide a useful
and informative calendar as well as a resource tool that residents may
utilize for future years. The Administrator asked the governing body if
they would prefer a new photo or use the same photo taken for the
calendar last year.   A date and time will be suggested.

2. The Annual Fall Leaf Collection which began on Monday, October 21,
2013 is in full swing.  Today, the leaf collection crews are in District 8 of
the first round.  A significant amount of leaves have fallen early this
season.

3. The Newtown Road Improvement Project funded by a $150,000 New
Jersey Department of Transportation Grant began today which includes
construction of curbs in certain areas to channel rain water, milling and
repaving of the road.  The approved detour route began today.
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4. The number of flu vaccines dispensed by the Wyckoff Board of Health at
the Annual Health Fair & Influenza Vaccine Program was 271
vaccinations.

5. Two (2) weekends ago the Township participated with the United States
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) and conducted a drug drop off date at
police headquarters.  A total of 215 pounds of unused prescriptions and
over the counter medications were deposited by Wyckoff residents to the
police department. The Township submitted the highest total pounds of
drugs collected in Bergen County. The police department then turned
over the drugs to the DEA for destruction.

6. The Free Personal Paper Shredding Event for Wyckoff residents on
Saturday, October 26, 2013 resulted in 12,432 pounds of shredded
personal documents.

7. On Saturday, November 2, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Campgaw
Mountain Reservation, the Bergen County Utilities Authority sponsored
the final hazardous waste collection for 2013 as a regionalized shared
service.  Residents were informed via Friday e-mail blasts and the
Township’s website.

8. The Administrator attended a meeting on Monday, October 21, 2013 with
various staff members conducted by the New Jersey Department of
Transportation regarding a stream culvert replacement project across
New Jersey Highway Route 208.  The project will begin in 2016 and the
project is estimated to require nine (9) months in duration.  There will be
delays on Route 208 while the pipe is being replaced however, the plan is
to construct the pipe across Route 208 in sections to allow the flow of
traffic to continue.

9. The Township was notified that it did not win a statewide 2013 Innovation
in Government Award.  The Township had submitted its effort for
developing a land use bulletin for residents who attend Planning Board
and Board of Adjustment meetings for the first time. The winning entry
was a pet evacuation trailer.

10. The Construction Code Official issued a $2,000 fine for work performed at
a home at 367 Pinewood Drive without a building permit.  Work
performed without permits is the primary reason municipalities are
ordered to perform costly revaluations.

11. The Administrator advised he was contacted by the Wyckoff Volunteer
Ambulance Corps with a request for assistance.  The Corps appears
ready to begin a cadet or junior program similar to the apprentice
firefighter program for sixteen (16) and seventeen (17) year old persons.
The intent of the program is to train these individuals so when they reach
eighteen (18) they may volunteer for the ambulance corps.  This is
essential because finding volunteers for daytime coverage is critical.

12. Mr. Shannon provided a brief update to Committeeman Christie’s
announcement on Sustainable New Jersey’s decision to award the
Township of Wyckoff with the Silver Certification.  This was truly a
community effort and the Administrator recognized the governing body,
the members of the Environmental Commission and the volunteers on the
Green Team Task Force.

13. Two (2) replacement pear trees were replanted at the Larkin House to
replace the pear trees damaged by Hurricane Sandy last year.
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14. The Administrator reported that last Monday and part of Tuesday he
served his citizenship obligation on jury duty.

15. The reduction in the 2013 sewer charge to the Northwest Bergen County
Utilities Authority of $197,159.00 was a four (4) to six (6) month effort.
Mayor Boonstra attended a number of meetings over this time period.
The Administrator recognized former Mayor Christopher DePhillips and
Mayor Boonstra for their valuable assistance.

16. A memo was received from the Tax Collector advising the governing body
of the recent tax sale statutory process.   Many employees in Town Hall
assisted with that effort.

17. The Township just completed and conveyed its third quarter 2013 Joint
Insurance Fund Safety Compliance Report.  The Township participates in
the JIF Safety Program because providing a safe work environment is not
just a positive fiscal operation, keeping the employees and visiting
citizens safe is paramount.

18. The Administrator will be attending the Bergen County Joint Insurance
Fund Consortium’s Budget Meeting on Monday, November 25, 2013 at
5:30 p.m. in Westwood.

19. Frances Piskadlo, Administrative Assistant, has scheduled the unfunded
mandated requirement for providing bloodborne pathogen training for first
responders on Monday, January 6, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

20. The budget process to develop the 2014 Municipal Operating Budget and
Capital Program is in full swing.  Meetings are scheduled for later this
week and next week.  The Finance Committee will review the status of
the 2013 Budget as well as 2014 budget formulation.

21. As part of the Township’s Sustainable New Jersey effort to improve public
buildings, two (2) bay windows were replaced at Fire Company #1, a
Township building with energy efficient replacement windows.

22. The Administrator is meeting with the Superintendent of the Wyckoff K-8
Board of Education and Business Administrator regarding additional
areas that shared services may be exploited from our two (2) cooperative
pricing systems.

23. The litigation with Ridgewood Water regarding Ridgewood Water
charging its operational expenses to the water utility for payment by
Wyckoff, Glen Rock and Midland Park rate payers has tentative trial dates
on Monday, November 18, 2013 and Tuesday, November 19, 2013.

24. A request was received from a builder to privately fund an extension to
the pubic sanitary sewer on Highland Avenue from Wyckoff Avenue
towards Zabriskie Pond.  The Township Engineer has recommended this
request be approved however, the Administrator recommended that any
approval clearly indicate that permits must be obtained and the Township
Engineer notified prior to any work.  The Township Committee agreed.

25. Police Chief Fox issued a report which informed the governing body that
the LaSera Restaurant at 395 Franklin Avenue will be selling wine as part
of a law that allows New Jersey based licensed winery to conduct wine
sales in a restaurant or retail outlet.  Currently, there are forty-one (41)
licensed wineries in New Jersey, each winery can lease space at fifteen
(15) different locations in the State where they display and sell their New
Jersey made wine.
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26. The Administrator reviewed a letter from the Township Engineer
regarding a request from the owner of 537 Carlton Road to install a
wooden fence on the unpaved municipal right-of-way at the end of
Carlton Road at the owner’s sole expense.  The Administrator
recommended that any approval include a notification to the owner that
he or any successors in title are responsible for maintenance of that fence
and not the municipality.  The Township Committee approved.

27. A request was received from the Chabad Jewish Center of Northwest
Bergen County to conduct a Menorah Lighting Ceremony on the front
lawn of Town Hall on Tuesday, December 3, 2013 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
It was noted that this coincides with the Township Committee Meeting
and that the offices in Town Hall will be open for the public to conduct
municipal business that evening.  The Township Committee respectfully
requested that the event be rescheduled for Monday, December 2, 2013
or Wednesday, December 4, 2013.

28. Police Chief Fox is very pleased to have been awarded the American
Automobile Association’s highest pedestrian safety award.  The award
presentation will take place at the December 3, 2013 Township
Committee business meeting with Police Chief Fox and members of his
traffic safety staff presenting the “hardware” to the Township Committee.

29. Scott Fisher, DPW Manager successfully completed and passed the twice
a year New Jersey DEP Stormwater Mandate Compliance Inspection.

30. The Administrator provided the governing body with a copy of an
accounting and fiscal control manual he developed in response to its
recognition by Governor Christie as a Best Practice.

31. The Administrator updated the Township’s central purchasing system
user manual and provided the governing body with the updated version of
the manual.  The updated manual includes a new section on green
purchasing, reinforces the section on ethics and updates the manual with
various State laws that have been adopted since the latest revision of the
central purchasing system manual.

32. The Administrator provided the Township Committee with the meeting
schedule for 2014.  The schedule of meetings is published in the town
calendar and can assist the governing body when preparing their
business obligation schedule in 2014.

33. At the next business meeting on Monday, November 18, 2013, two (2)
salary ordinances for the PBA and the Department of Public Works
Employees for Calendar year 2014 will be presented for introduction.
Adoption of these ordinances are required to establish new salary rates in
2014.

34. With regard to the grand opening at the Russell Farms Community Park
on Saturday, November 16, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., the Administrator will
send out invitations on behalf of the Township Committee to the
Township of Wyckoff Russell Farms Advisory Committee, the Bergen
County Open Space Advisory Committee who recommended the grant
award, the Bergen County Freeholders who approved the grant and the
County Executive who signed the grant contract.
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35. It was requested that the Administrator draft a letter from the Township
Committee to Frank Moritz, Director of the Village of Ridgewood Water
Supply, asking him to explain the very vague and alarming letter that was
sent residents concerning elevated levels of lead in drinking water.  The
governing body reviewed the letter and made several changes.

36. The Administrator observed that the Township has enjoyed a very mild
and unseasonably warm October.  It was a nice treat after the last two (2)
Octobers with storms that damaged trees and caused electric power
outages.

Township Attorney Report:

1. Mr. Landel reported that the revaluation contract has been executed.

2. A draft ordinance to regulate and limit sideyard setbacks has been
drafted. If any governing body members have any questions, please
contact Mr. Landel.

3. Mr. Landel has been working with the Municipal Clerk regarding the
fulfillment of OPRA requests and performing additional research in that
regard.

At 8:35 p.m. the Township Committee recessed the Work Session Meeting to
enter into Closed Session discussion via Resolution #13-C9:

MOTION:  ______CHRISTIE_______ SECOND ______SCANLAN____
CHRISTIE _YES_ JEPSEN _YES_  ROONEY_ABSENT_ SCANLAN_YES_
BOONSTRA_YES_

At 8:50 p.m. the Township Committee re-enters the Work Session Meeting voting
as follows:

MOTION:  ______SCANLAN_______ SECOND ______JEPSEN______
CHRISTIE _YES_ JEPSEN _YES_  ROONEY_ABSENT_ SCANLAN_YES_
BOONSTRA_YES_

1. Mayor Boonstra reported that the Administrator, Chief Financial
Officer/Tax Collector and he met with the Library Director and Library Board
President regarding the Township performing the payroll function for the Library
as a shared service to realize a cost savings for the library. It was indicated the
proposal was well received and the Library Board will review the proposal and
advise the Township of their decision.

2. Committeeman Scanlan inquired with regard to the resident who was
illegally obtaining tax benefits by not disclosing the death of his father who was
entitled to a property tax reduction.  If there is restitution, would the funds be
returned to the Township or Bergen County.  The Administrator replied he would
inquire from the Police Chief and convey the outcome.

The Work Session Meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

__________________________ _____________________________
Rudolf E. Boonstra Joyce C. Santimauro
Mayor Municipal Clerk
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